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Graham Possingham 


General Meeting—Tuesday 6 December at 8.00 p.m. Geelong Botanic Gardens meeting room 


Members night, including GNFC Life Membership award ceremony to Dr John Newman and a presentation 
by John. 


Afterwards we will share supper together so please bring a plate of something sweet or savoury to share. 
General Meeting—Tuesday 7 February at 7.30 p.m. via Zoom 
Speaker: Tim Ziegler, Museums Victoria 


Topic: Late Pleistocene mammals 


In the last few months we have welcomed to the club... 


Clara Borrel, Highton; Zelda Zeytoun Millie, Waurn Ponds; Phillipa Gartland, Geelong 


We wish them a long and happy association. 


Club Meetings and Excursions 


We plan to run a mixture of Zoom and Room for club meetings, taking into account where the speaker is based and the 
season: winter events will mainly be via Zoom. For General and Bird Group meetings at the Botanic Gardens the 
meeting room will be open by 7.30 p.m. so always feel free to come early for a chat, or maybe check out the Library, as 
we like to start meetings at 8.00 p.m. 


For all meetings and excursions please do NOT attend if you are feeling unwell. 
Check the club website, Facebook, or the email Newsletters for any last-minute changes to what may be listed in the 
Geelong Naturalist or the Program. 


Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 
oubmissions for the next magazine will be due on Monday 30 January 2023. 
Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 


Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jpg —to the editor. 
The editor for the February edition of the Geelong Naturalist is Alison Watson alisonw5//7@gmail.com 


Useful Links 


Our website is www.gfnc.org.au. Anyone can visit, but if you wish to add observations you need to register. Just email 
info@ginc.org.au and ask for a username and temporary password. 


The website calendar is kept up to date with upcoming activities, and now includes more information on events. 
WWW.gfnc.org.au/meetings/calendar-all/ 


Many of our Zoom meetings have been recorded and are available for viewing if you missed out. It can take a few 
weeks for them to be posted as they need to be edited. You can find them at https://www.dropbox.com/ 


sh/ewnno|ji3jsubw10/AABotwt9v6w-deaOZOo5BIENT a?dl-O 


Recent copies of our magazine and bird report are available from Trove. The Geelong Naturalist is at bit.ly/ 
Geelong Naturalist and the Geelong Bird Report is bit.ly/BirdReport 


We have a Facebook Page open to all www.facebook.com/geelongfnc and a Facebook Group open to club members 
to share things www.facebook.com/groups/GeelongFNCGroup Just visit and ask to join. 
Our Instagram account is www.instagram.com/geelongfieldnaturalists/ 


We get most newsletters and journals from other clubs electronically these days. They are all saved at bit.ly/ 
GENCJournals. The index to our Library is here bit.ly/GFNCLibrary 


The photo on the front cover, of a Striated Pardalote carrying a faecal sac away from its nest hollow, was taken by 
Karyn Brown at Freshwater Creek on 24/11/22 (refer report on page 5). 


The photo on the back cover, of a Wolf Spider, was taken by Karen Brown at Freshwater Creek on 24/11/22. 


News from the Committee 


t our November committee meeting we agreed a 

budget for 2023, that again plans to draw down our 
healthy bank balance. As well as routine items it includes 
provision for: 


e ongoing funding for the local Nature Stewards 
Program, following this year's successful course 


e production of the next Geelong Bird Report 


e further drone' flights over Reedy Lake—water levels 


permitting 
e activities associated with a Geelong Nature Forum, 
planning has just started 


e asignificant $10 000 allowance for equipment 
expenditure and other initiatives, such as the 
website update mentioned last month. As always, 
we are open to proposals where someone Is 
prepared to take the lead to make it happen. 


We've formalised our policy on what expenses are 
reimbursable. Details will be communicated to those likely 
to spend money on the club's behalf. 


Our Child Safe Policy is now available on the GFNC web 
site https://www.gfnc.org.au/about-us/child-safe-policy 
Over coming months we will be implementing a series of 
activities to achieve the goals outlined in the policy. A key 
activity is to develop a Child Safety training program 
targeted at club leaders (group leaders, excursion leaders 
and committee members). Further information will be 
provided at the December General Meeting and other club 
events in 2023. 


After seven years of organising monthly meetings or 


Graham Possingham, President 


activities for the Plant Group, Barry and Bernie Lingham 
Will step back from leadership of the group in 2023. Without 
available volunteers to plan and run the annual schedule of 
activities, the GFNC Plant Group will go into recess for 
2023. There will be no monthly meetings but it is likely that 
various flora surveys or projects will be organised on an ad 
hoc basis when opportunities arise. GFNC plant 
enthusiasts will still continue sharing plant observations 
and interacting via iNaturalist and the GFNC Facebook 
discussion site. 


The AGM will be Tuesday 4 April—one for your diary. We 
are keen to include some ‘new faces’ on the committee. If 
you have any interest in helping out, maybe as a New 
Year's resolution to try something new, then contact myself 
or any committee member. We can always reshuffle the 
various day to day tasks or projects amongst committee 
members so there is a place for everyone's special skills. 


Expect to see a personalised email (or paper mail) in 
January with details of 2023 membership fees. Don't pay 
yet as some of you are already paid up for next year. Fees 
are due by 31 March each year and we do waste quite 
some time every year following up with reminders for 
unpaid fees. It will also be a chance to verify your contact 
details. 


After the December Fauna Survey (which hopefully comes 
off as this year has been tricky due to the weather) we 
have a break in events until the family friendly excursion to 
Balyang on Sunday 15 January, which will be promoted to 
the general public. 


Merry Christmas! 


Progress of the four Grey Shrikethrush hatchlings, Eclipse Creek 


our eggs were found in a hanging pot containing 

ferns, under the eaves of the house (refer GN 
November 2022, p. 4). Both parents fed the chicks. 
sometimes they were both ready to deliver food at the 
same time and | would hear one call from a tree within 
sight of the nest. | took this to be an all clear’ signal, as 


Day 9. Their eyes had Kësti to open the 
previous day 


VVendy Cook 


the other parent would then arrive at the nest. The 
parents would then swap places and the process would 
be repeated. By 17 November the chicks had fledged 
successfully. Here is a link to the eBird report of the 
fledging: https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S 122546384 


Day 19. The last 2 chicks, shortly elo 
they left the nest 


Photos: Wendy Cook 
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Plant Group excursion report—Teesdale Timber Reserve revisit 
7 November 2022 


ollowing an enjoyable and successful visit to the 

Teesdale Timber Reserve on 10 October, a small 
group of club members revisited the site to survey sections 
we did not cover on the previous visit and to identify 
orchids and grasses that had yet to flower. 


This 21 ha site is an isolated remnant of grassy woodland 
managed by the Ballarat Environment Network (BEN). 
Originally set aside as a wood resource for the local area, 
the site includes mature eucalypts and sheoaks, as well as 
grassland zones containing a wide range of indigenous 
grasses and wildflowers. The presence of many large 
non-indigenous mature eucalypts in some sections showed 
that the reserve has been managed for wood production for 
an extended period, possibly more than 100 years. Exotics 
included Eucalyptus cladocalyx Sugar Gum and 
Eucalyptus tricarpa Red Ironbark. A large eucalypt with 
box-like bark extending to the lower branches, small leaves 
and small fruit was similar to Eucalyptus fasciculosa Pink 
Gum but further investigation is needed to confirm its 
identity. 


On the day of our visit the weather was perfect. The early 
morning heralded ideal sunny and warm conditions which 
we anticipated would encourage the /helymitra 
sun-orchids to open. We were not disappointed. Before we 
had even entered the main site, the access track revealed 
several robust and beautiful loose groups and individual 
plants of blue-flowering 7 helymitra. These few specimens 
were just the start of many more to come within the reserve 
proper. There we noted hundreds of Thelymitra—all blue- 
flowered—primarily in the grassland zones, with the 
flowering stem of one plant measuring an impressive 75 
cm. Such height might be expected of 7 helymitra species 
such as T. aristata the Great Sun-orchid but our plant was 
most likely a very healthy and tall 7. arenaria Forest Sun- 
orchid. 


oun-orchid ‘blues’ are notoriously difficult to confidently 
identify to species level, even allowing for careful 
observation and consideration of precise measurements of 
flowers, stems and leaves. With assistance from iNaturalist 
experts, following our visit we confirmed the widespread 
presence of T. arenaria Forest Sun-orchid, T. peniculata 
Trim Sun-orchid and 7. peniculata hybrids. There may well 
be other /helymitra species to add to the list. 


Other species of flowering orchids observed included Diuris 
sulphurea Tiger Orchid, Microtis unifolia Common 
Onion-orchid, along with other Microtis species. 

Visible within the healthy grassland zones were many 


Tiger Orchid, Diuris sulphurea 


Photo: Bernie Lingham 


Photo: Lorraine Phelan 
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Hairy Stylewort, Levenhookia dubia 


Bernie and Barry Lingham 


herbaceous plants—the majority of which were in bud or 
flower. Notable plants include three different Arthropodium 
species: A. minus Small Vanilla-lily, A. sp.3 Chocolate Lily 
and A. strictum Chocolate Lily. Plants of A. sp.3 are 
generally smaller than A. strictum, with flowers usually 
several per node on erect or spreading pedicels (flower 
Stalk). 


We observed only one plant of Glycine latrobeana Clover 
Glycine, but several Haloragis heterophylla Varied 
Raspwort plants in a low-lying and damp zone. Our 
observations also included Calandrinia calyptrate Pink 
Purslane; Pimelea curviiflora Curved Rice-flower and 
Caesia calliantha Blue Grass-lily. 


The vegetation of the woodland areas of the reserve 
included acacias, allocasuarinas, several eucalypt species, 
Melicytus dentatus Tree Violet, Bursaria spinosa Sweet 
Bursaria and Cassinia Sifton Sifton Bush (a species that 
appears to have spread dramatically across Victoria in 
recent years). 


While many of the grasses were in flower, any visible seed 
on Austrostipa, Poa and Rytidosperma plants appeared 
immature and made it difficult to identify to species level. A 
further visit to the reserve during summer when seed 
matures would assist with identification. 


During our survey we observed a variety of fungi and 
insects. Fungi observed included Amanita spp.; 

Bolete sp.; Clavulina vinaceocervina; Coltricia sp.; 
Gymnopilus junonius complex; Hygrocybe sp.; Lentinus 
arcularius; Polyporus arcularius; Leucopaxillus lilacinus; 
Lichenomphalia chromacea and Russula sp. 


Insects included Eurymela distincta leafhoppers; Maratus 
plumosus Plumed Peacock Spider; Plebs bradleyi 
Enamelled Spider; Austrolestes analis Slender Ringtail and 
Austrolestes leda Wandering Ringtail damsel flies; 
Praxibulus duplex Common Plaxibulus grasshopper and 
Taractrocera papyria White-banded Grass-dart butterfly. 


oelected observations from this visit and our previous visit 
on 10 October can be found on the iNaturalist GFNC 
Biodiversity of Teesdale Timber Reserve Project 
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations?project id2147978 


Once again, we thank the BEN team for authorising club 
access to the site. 


Trim Sun-orchid, Thelymitra peniculata 


Photo: Bernie Lingham 


Teesdale Timber Reserve Plant List 7 Nov 2022 


Trees and shrubs 


Eucalyptus sideroxylr 
Fucalyptus spp 


Allocasuarina littoralis Eucalyptus viminalis 
Molicytus dentatus 

Bursaria spinosa Pimelea curviiflora 

Cassinia sifton Pimelea humilus 


Eucalyptus camaldulensis Solanum sp. 
Eucalyptus cladocalyx GENE 
Herbaceous species O OS O OyO 


Arthropodium minus Acaena echinata 
Arthropodium sp.3 * Aizoon pubescens 


Aizoon pubesosns — 


* Briza minor Clematis microphylla 
Caesia calliantha Cotula australis 


* Dactylis glomerata Convolvulus angustissimus 
Dianella revoluta var. revoluta Crassula decumbens var. decumbens 


* Disa bracteata Crassula sieberiana 
Diuris sulphurea Dichondra repens 


Glycine lalrobeana 
Gonocarpus fetragyns 

Microtis unio 
Hackeli suaveolens 
Hypoxis hygrometrica var. villosisepala 
Kennedia prostrata 
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Styphelia humifusa 
Tricoryne elatior 


| Wahlenbergia lufeore 
* Introduced/naturalised species Wahlenbergia sp. 
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A Pacific Gull successfully hunting a crab 


Margaret Alcorn 


[ )acific Gulls are a common sight on the shores of the Geelong region. They can be seen in small groups resting on 
|» the sand and scavenging for prey along the tideline of sandy beaches. They are ‘a carnivorous predator and 
scavenger and hunt for prey including molluscs, sea-urchins, fish, birds and other marine animals' (Higgins 1996 


p. 476). 


On 15 November 2022 at Pondalowie Bay in Dhilba Guuranda-Innes National Park at the southern end of the Yorke 
Peninsula. South Australia, | recorded this sequence of photographs showing a Pacific Gull catching a crab in the surf, 


returning to the shore, and then devouring it. 


References 


Higgins, P.J. (Ed.) 1996 Handbook of Australian, New Zealand and Antarctic Birds, 
Oxford University Press, Melbourne. 


Volume 3: Snipe to Pigeons. 
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Bird Group excursion report—Freshwater Creek 
24 November 2022 


us at the Freshwater Creek Community Centre. Lynne 
Cannard explained that we would be exploring the 

private property next door used by the Freshwater Creek 
Riding Club, of which she is a member. 


On our way we checked out the beautiful old Red Gums, 
one of which has recently fallen across the creek. Nearby, 
we were entranced to see a pair of very active Willie 
VVagtails flitting about. They each settled on a small low 
branch, poking scraps of spiderweb into a tiny curved 
platform, too small yet to be called a bowl, each time 
moving their bodies into it, making sure the shape was 
correct. 


Nearby was the ancient dead tree that had been called a 
canoe tree but Lynne explained that it was now understood 
to be a burial tree. Three large regular-shaped pieces had 
at different times, long past, been removed from it, and 
partially and in one case almost completely, grown over. 
This practice had ceased in the mid nineteenth century, so 
for how long had this tree been used? 


Lynne took us to the adjacent gate, to which she had the 
key, and we entered the wide area beside the creek, 
perhaps half a kilometre long and maybe two hundred 
metres wide, that had been fenced off by the landowner 
and planted with trees, often widely spaced. You can see it 
on Google Maps. The creek was running fast through it, 
water had ponded in various places, and the grasses left to 
grow, making the whole area look like a gentleman's park, 
which in fact it is. 


Black-faced Cuckooshrike on nest 


Photo: Donna Hall 


Lynne Clarke 


fine but overcast morning greeted about twenty-five of It is rich with birds. Fifty-two species were seen and/or 


heard here (see Graham's list on page 10). Specials were 
the Crested Shrike-tit, the Horsfield's Bronze-, Shining 
Bronze- and Fan-tailed Cuckoos, and 

Purple-crowned Lorikeets. 


Perhaps the highlight of the day was the pair of Spotted 
Pardalotes frequenting a large dead gum tree. They were 
flying at speed directly into a hole no more than the size of 
a twenty cent piece. No waiting around for this pair! No 
stopping at the entrance to check. They had no need of a 
perch beside it to get their bearings, but dived straight in 
headfirst. Karyn caught a picture of one emerging—which 
they did just as fast—with a faecal sac in its beak, so they 
were feeding fair-sized young. Breathtaking. (See photos 
below, and front cover). 


Lynne took us to her property about two kilometres away, 
where we had our refreshments. She and Colin had 
established bands of trees across it, and the special bird 
life is a result. A Black-faced Cuckooshrike was 

stoically sitting on its nest (see photo below) near a shed 
as we passed, ambling down one of her lanes, but Lynne 
was disappointed that we did not see more of her resident 
birds. Fifty-four species for the day though was excellent. 


Thank you so much to Lynne for sharing these wonderful 
places with us. 
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River Red Gum growing on Freshwater Creek 
Photo: Alison Watson 
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Freshwater Creek excursion Bird List 24 November 2022 
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Wildlife rescue 


he magpie stood on the edge of the bitumen road. It 

didn't move as we drove around it. My daughter looked 
back, and noticed that it was still standing motionless. We 
pulled over in a safe place and she walked back to it. It 
didn't move or protest as she gently picked it up, and 
holding it securely, carried it to the car. It had blood on its 
beak. We wrapped it in an old towel, loosely covering its 
head, to help keep it calm, but still allowing it to breathe 
with ease. We rang a wildlife carer, and after completing 
our brief errand in Meredith, we drove to her house. She 
removed the bird from the towel, and while holding it, 
could feel that it was undernourished and see that it was 
dehydrated. The blood might be from a cut in its mouth, 
but it was likely to have been hit by a car, so it could be 
bleeding due to internal injuries. The carer thanked us for 
bringing the magpie to her. We knew that it would be well 
cared for and would be seen by a vet soon. If its injuries 
were severe enough that recovery was unlikely, it would 
be euthanised. If it required surgery or medication, these 
would be provided, free of charge. After medical attention, 
the carer would feed it and provide a safe place for it to 
recover. She would do the same if its only problems were 
lack of food and water and a cut mouth. When it was well 
enough to care for itself, it would be released in a safer 
place than where we had found it. 


Wildlife carers are trained in the care of sick and injured 
wildlife. They are incredibly dedicated and may care for 
numerous injured birds and animals in their home and 
garden, bottle-feed young orphan animals day and night, 
rescue hurt animals, release those that recover and 
provide advice to people who find a sick or injured animal. 
This work is voluntary. Each carer provides shelter and 
food for their charges, and pays for this themselves. They 
may also have a job and care for a family. Wildlife carers 
may be assisted by other volunteers and donations. 


It was not the first time we had taken an injured bird or 
animal to this carer. Not all survive. Some birds we have 
found beside a road have been too badly hurt after being 
hit by a car. Once, | found a duck sitting on the ground in a 
patch of bush near home. | wasn't sure it was alive until | 
touched it gently. The only injury | could see was a small 
hole in one webbed foot. | carried it home and put it in a 
cardboard box with holes in the lid. This provided it with a 
quiet dark place to recover. If it became lively, | planned to 
carry it back to the area where | had found it, and let it go. 
It didn't improve, so we took it to the wildlife carer. When 
we rang her later, we learnt that the duck had shotgun 
pellets inside it and didn't survive. 


Other animals we have taken to the wildlife carer have 
fared better. A magpie that had been attacked by other 
magpies recovered and was released. On a day when the 
temperature was well above 40°C, | found a young ringtail 
possum lying on the ground under a tree. It was heat 
stressed. Wearing thick gloves, | picked it up in an old 
towel and put it in a pet carrier to be transported. A carer 
reared it with two other young ringtails. When all were 
strong enough, the three were released together. 


Wendy Cook 


Most injured birds and small animals are fairly easy to 
handle, but some are best left to the experts, because 
they are potentially dangerous or because the stress of 
being handled can harm them. These include kangaroos, 
wallabies, koalas, snakes, bats and birds of prey. If you 
find one of these in need of help, it is best to call a wildlife 
rescue service. Newly fledged birds are also best left 
alone. Although they may be on the ground, their parents 
will be nearby, and will look after them while they learn to 
fly competently. 


There are ways in which most people can help indigenous 
animals, particularly near roads. The simplest is to drive 
slower, particularly at dawn and dusk, and in places where 
you regularly see wildlife. Dead animals on the road attract 
animals and birds that clean up bodies. While feeding, 
these animals will be at risk of being hit as well. If you find 
a dead animal on the road, pull over somewhere safe, 
wear gloves if you wish, and move the animal onto the 
roadside. If it is a marsupial, you can check if it has a 
pouch with a joey. If there is no joey, squeeze along the 
length of the teat. Even a drop of milk indicates that there 
is a joey, hiding or injured, nearby. It is likely to be within 
200 m. If you cannot find it, leave a marker, such as a 
piece of hay band tied to a fence or a tree, to mark the 
spot for others to search. If you are not comfortable 
checking the pouch, or if you find a joey or believe one is 
nearby, please call a wildlife rescue service. If you see a 
dead marsupial with a cross painted on it, it indicates that 
its pouch has already been checked. 


One of the pleasures of taking an animal to a wildlife carer 
is hearing of its recovery. Ten days after we took the 
magpie to the carer, | rang her to learn how it was faring. It 
had been hit by a car and had broken ribs and a punctured 
lung. It had been on pain relief medicine, but she expected 
it to make a full recovery. It is living in an aviary behind her 
house and can now feed itself. When it is well enough, she 
will open the aviary door, so it can move into the bush 
around her house. There it will be away from busy roads, 
and she will be able to watch it and check that it is well. 


If you find an injured animal, day or night, you can call 
BADGAR, a wildlife rescue service based in Ballarat, on 
1300 223 427, or Wildlife Rescue Australia on 1300 596 
457. Wildlife Victoria has wildlife fact sheets on their 


website https://www.wildlifevictoria.org.au/wildlife- 
information/wildlife-fact-sheets. You can also take injured 


Wildlife to a vet. Vets do not charge for the treatment of 
native wildlife. 


References 


BADGAR Emergency Wildlife Rescue 
http://www.wildlifeshelter.org.au/menu.htm 


Wildlife Victoria https://www.wildlifevictoria.org.au/ 


Wildlife Rescue Australia 24-hour Call Centre 
httos://www.wildliferescue.net.au/ 


All accessed November 2022 


First published in Meredith and District News, April 2027. 
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The arboreal Spencer's Skink in the Lorne district 


pencer's Skink Pseudemoia spenceri is a small, 

arboreal lizard (snout-vent length to 65 mm), with a 
wide distribution throughout Victoria, stretching from 
far-East Gippsland to as far west as the Grampians 
(Robertson and Coventry 2019). An isolated population is 
also found throughout the Otway Ranges. GFNC members 
may know this species as the Tree-climbing Cool-Skink, an 
alternative common name which is used on the club's 
website and other references. 


The species inhabits cracks in dead trees and cracks in 
dead sections of living trees, often at great heights (Fig. 1). 
In eastern Victoria, Spencer's Skinks have been found at 
about 50 metres above ground level in the canopy of 


overmature Mountain Ash Eucalyptus regnans (Harris et al. 


2014). Populations can also be found in fallen logs and 
rocky outcrops. At Yan Yean, on the northern outskirts of 
Melbourne, a population of Spencer's Skinks has colonised 
a dry, stone fence (Fig. 2) (Homan 2011). 


Over the last twenty years | have spent considerable time 
searching for Spencer's Skinks throughout the Lorne 
district. During these investigations | have found the best 
time to detect the species has been late morning in spring 
or summer, when exposed habitat trees are bathed in full 
sunshine. The survey technique simply involves slowly and 
carefully scanning the cracks of suitable habitat trees with 
binoculars. On most occasions the whole body of a skink 
will be seen; however, sometimes only the nose of a skink 
Will be detected poking out of a crack. However, to obtain 
worthwhile results an investigator requires great patience. 


Peter Homan 


During one such search on 31 December 2021, a known 
habitat tree with many cracks was scanned carefully for 20 
minutes, when, finally one Spencer's Skink emerged from 
a crack, ran across the trunk and disappeared into another 
crack within five seconds. One site near the Qdos Art 
Gallery on the outskirts of Lorne, which contained several 
dead Messmate Eucalyptus obliqua with many cracks, was 
searched thoroughly several times over the spring of 2020 
without success. However, in December 2021, this site 
was visited again and produced records of three individual 
Spencers Skinks (Fig. 3). 


Most sightings of individual skinks near Lorne have been 
well above ground level sometimes as high as 20-30 
metres. However, occasionally | have found Spencer's 
okinks close to the ground. At a site high on a dry ridge, 
about 2.5 km south-west of Lorne, several individuals were 
seen on fallen logs between December 2005 and February 
2006 (Fig. 4). At the same location one Spencer's Skink 
was seen climbing a Snowy Daisy-bush Olearia lirata on 
12 January 2006. On 3 March 2019, a juvenile Spencers 
okink was found by chance on the ground beside a 
walking track at the Sheoak Picnic Area. Sightings over the 
last four years provide a good representation of habitat 
use, height above ground level and times of sightings 
(Table 1). 


Table 1. Spencer's Skink sightings in Lorne district, 2018 — 2021. HAGL = Height Above Ground Level; 


Lorne = distance from Australia Post Office, Lorne. 


——— — | 


MEM 8 


Allenvale car inane On stump. 
about 1.5 km SW 


of Lorne 


Time Number 
(EDST) 


2 10.30-10.50 


Seen 
One 


Habitat HAGL 
(metres) 


11.00—12.00 Two 


EN About 1.6 km SW On dead section of — W 
bod Lorne. Southern Blue Gum. 
19/2/2019 Allenvale car park. | On dead section of — n 
Southern Blue Gum. 
191212019 About 3.5 km ON trunk of dead 30 — n 
VVSVY of Lorne. Mountain Ash. 


Sheoak Picnic 
Area, about 3 km 
SVV of Lorne. 


31312019 


ON ground beside 
vvalking track. 


10.00-10.15 One 


11.00—11.10 One 


One 
Juvenile 


11.00 


25/12/2019 | About 1 km SW of | On trunk of dead 11.30—12.00 One 
Lorne. Southern Blue Gum. 
22/2/2021 Grove Rd., about On trunk of dead 11.00-11.15 One 
0.5 km NW of Southern Blue Gum. 
Lorne. 
10.00-11.00 | Three 


30/12/2021 | About 0.8 km SW On trunks of two dead 
of Lorne. Messmate. 


31/12/2021 | About 1 km SW of | On trunk of dead 10 11.30-11.50 One 
Lorne. Southern Blue Gum 
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Fig. 3. Spencer’s Skink on dead Messmate 


Members of GFNC, especially those active in the Bird 
Group, should check suitable habitat trees carefully whilst 
in the field. Apart from some interesting birds that tend to 
use hollows in dead trees, you may also get the perfect 
view of a beautiful Spencer’s Skink in brilliant sunshine. 
Look for the prominent pale grey to bronze dorso-lateral 
Stripes which are diagnostic for this species. All records of 
opencer's Skinks from the Lorne district have been lodged 
with the Victorian Biodiversity Atlas. 
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Striated Pardalote, Bellbrae, 4/11/22 


dium 
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| s. 
Fig. 2. Spencer's Skink with prey on dry stone fence, 
Yan Yean 


Fig.4. Spencers Skink on log 


Photos: Peter Homan 
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November bird observations—some highlights 


tis likely that November 2022 will be long remembered, 

along with October, for continued rain, local flooding and 
incessant wind coupled with unusually cool temperatures. 
The conditions have brought about numerous bird records 
in wetlands among the many that our local birders have 
submitted, though many shorebirds and waterfowl are 
absent or in low numbers. Despite these wet conditions, 
plenty of interesting urban and bushland bird records keep 
coming in to keep us enthused, continuing our search of 
local patches and beyond. 


The coastlines have been a place of regular winds over 
November and so it is not surprising that we have records 
this month of our two most regular albatross species, the 
Shy and the Black-browed Albatross off the Surf Coast 
and Colac Otway coast. Short-tailed Shearwaters have 
also been seen as one would expect for this time of year. 
Let us hope that there is a return to high numbers of them 
this season after distressingly low numbers of recent 
seasons. 


The wetlands have been well and truly replenished right 
across the district and many are still in flood. White-faced 
Herons with nestlings at Kennett River were pleasing as 
were juvenile Nankeen Night-Herons at Queenscliff, 
though the Little Egrets seem to still be settling at this 
very important breeding site. At least four active 
Australasian Darter nests amongst numerous Little Pied 
Cormorant nests and less numerous Little Black 
Cormorant nests at a permanent billabong near 
Winchelsea was interesting, as were several records of 
Great Crested Grebes from Lake Colac and Reedy Lake 
at Moolap. Australasian Grebes with a nest along with 
young from an earlier breeding event at the Stormwater 
Lake in Eastern Park was a thrill, and Australian Wood 
Ducks with young have been seen in numerous locations 
including Anglesea and Skenes Creek. A pair of Brolgas 
at Wallington seemed to be making the most of a flooded 
paddock and several pairs at Barunah Plains have been 
taking advantage of the wet conditions with nesting efforts 
in progress after rising water levels submerged a nest and 
eggs of an earlier attempt in October. Two interesting 
Latham's Snipe records have been received, two on the 
grounds of Deakin University were unexpected and 
presumably utilising what would be marginal habitat that is 
currently inundated with water. A record of 10 flushed at an 
out of the way wetland south-west of Apollo Bay has 
certainly been reported to the Federation University Snipe 
Project. Before we finish with wetland birds it's important to 
acknowledge records over several days of up to six 
Plumed Whistling-Ducks at a dam on private property 
between Winchelsea and Cressy. This is a rare species to 
the Geelong region and one whose movements are 
unclear, so please keep an eye out and record any that 
you see. 


Woodland birds have been busy this month and the You 
Yangs have proved a great spot for birdwatching with 
Speckled Warblers in the Geelong Field Naturalists Club 
bone seeding area and Satin Flycatcher being seen. 
Satin Flycatchers are uncommon spring-summer 
migrants to our area, so records of this species from 
Newtown, Geelong Botanic Gardens and Little River on 
passage were all most welcome and continue to fill in the 
Jigsaw of our knowledge about the movement of the birds 
in our region. The Geelong Botanic Gardens has continued 
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John Newman and Craig Morley 


to turn up surprises with Olive-backed Oriole being seen 
and a Rufous Fantail passing through en route to the 
cooler wet forests of the Otway Ranges for summer. 

Many great Otway Ranges birds have been reported over 
recent weeks with Laughing Kookaburras feeding 
nestlings at Loves Creek, south of Colac, along with two 
Bassian Thrushes feeding by the creek. A Brown Quail 
near the Apollo Bay harbour was pleasing and unexpected 
and a Brush Bronzewing in the same general area also a 
great find. A Grey Fantail of the Tasmanian sub-species 
albiscapa was identified by the very dark colour and 
reduced white in the tail, also at Apollo Bay, and an Olive 
Whistler at Beech Forest was a good find also. Pink 
Robins have been recorded in several localities around 
the Beech Forest area. 


The Anglesea area has continued to provide great birding 
after a cracking start in October. Blue-winged Parrots are 
still at Coogoorah Park and a Brush Cuckoo, a silent adult 
female actively feeding amongst the foliage, in the 
infrequently observed subtly barred plumaged at Distillery 
creek was a reminder of the very vocal bird at Anglesea 
last month. More Olive-backed Orioles were about at 
Distillery Creek and a Striated Pardalote tapping on a 
Bellbrae window and indulging in wing-spreading 
behaviour is indicative of some breeding activity close by 
(see photo page 9). 


It was great to see a Common Bronzewing nesting in 
Ocean Grove with its well known sparse stick nest proving 
true to form. Little Lorikeets were also seen nearby and 
the Pacific Koel records keep coming in, this month from 
Hamlyn Heights, East Geelong and Newtown. Despite the 
tendency to call in the still dark early hours of the morning 
it is a thrill for local birders to have more widespread 
records of this spring migrant in our district. 


Records of Swamp Harriers and Wedge-tailed Eagles 
overhead in Newtown remind us to regularly keep watch of 
the skies above our homes for unexpected passers-by and 
a night record of Tawny Frogmouth nearby similarly 
reminds us of the benefits of an evening look and listen in 
our local neighbourhood! 


Hooded Plovers were seen at several locations over the 
official Hooded Plover count, including several slightly 
larger groups indicating that some ‘breeding arrangements: 
are still being sorted out by our local birds. It was pleasing 
to have a record of two Kelp Gulls at Barwon Heads River 
mouth— a welcome sight of a rare gull along our coastline. 


Thank you to each and every observer who has submitted 
their records to our club website https://www.gfnc.org.au/ 
observations/bird-observations and to eBird https:// 
ebird.org/australia/home. 2022 has been another 
fascinating year and you are making an invaluable 
contribution to furthering the knowledge and understanding 
of our birds! Remember to log in to make best use of each 
of these resources. 


otay safe and well and we extend our best wishes for 
Christmas and the New Year to all, happy birding! 


November fauna report 


S ightings of mammals this month are restricted to just 
six species including both monotremes and two feral 
species. 


Platypus: on 19 October one was observed in the 
Moorabool River near the junction with Eclipse Creek, 
swimming close to bushes overhanging the river bank 
before disappearing. Also seen by Jackson Cass, 
Moorabool Catchment Landcare Group facilitator (KCk). 


Short-beaked Echidna: one noted curled up and 
apparently sleeping soundly in a dip at the entrance to a 
rabbit burrow beside Whinray Road, Meredith on 20 
October (WCo). On 12 November a small individual was 
noted walking rapidly along Flaxbournes Road, Paraparap 
(AW, PWa). 


Common Ringtail Possum: a small individual road-killed 
on Barrabool Road just west of the Princes Bridge 
roundabout in Highton on 5 November (TP). 


Koala: one was watched as it scaled a tree beside the 
oteiglitz Road near Bert Boardman Reserve on 22 October 
(OC, KCk). 


Swamp Wallaby: one killed on the Geelong-bound lane of 
the Princes Hwy just west of the Anglesea overpass on 
29 November (TP). 


Feral Goat: a family group of six was seen just below 
Flinders Peak at the You Yangs on 6 November (JN). 


Deer species: at least six were seen feeding along the 
edge of bushes beside Lake Road, Connewarre on 25 
November (JDg). 


Despite the extremely wet weather we have had this month 
there are only two species of frogs observed. However, 
there are a good number of reptiles on the ‘list’ including 
an interesting sighting of a Macquarie River Turtle at 
Leopold. Other reptiles include three of the ‘blue-tongue’ 
group and three snakes. 


Eastern Banjo Frog: one found under a tile at Lt River 
Ripley Reserve on 30 October (TP) and on 8 November 
one was found and others were heard calling from the 
flooded survey-tile site at Bannockburn Bush Reserve 
North (HSc,LBr, TP). 


Spotted Grass Frog: the survey tile site at Bannockburn 
Bush Reserve North was flooded and on 8 November at 
least 10 frogs were heard calling (HSC,LBr, TP). 


Macquarie River Turtle: one seen in the Barwon River at 
Ceres, downstream from Merrawarp Road on 9 November. 
Another three turtles, probably this species, were seen 
within 50 m but they disappeared into the river before the 
species could be confirmed (BSm). One was seen 
sun-basking on a log by the bank near the carpark at 
Gateway Sanctuary, Leopold on 18 November (TH). 


Eastern Snake-necked Turtle: at Blue Waters Lake, 
Ocean Grove on 22 November a large individual was 
observed 2 m from the water’s edge; it moved into the 


Trevor Pescott for the Fauna Group 
water when it was disturbed (BL,BML). 


Jacky Lizard: one was seen on a fallen log at the Bert 
Boardman Reserve in the Brisbane Ranges on 30 October 
(WCo,KCk), and three small individuals were seen on a 
warm humid day on the walk to Flinders Peak at the You 
Yangs on 6 November (JN,RLw). 


Black Rock Skink: at least three small individuals were 
seen along the track up to Flinders Peak at the You Yangs, 
and another four were seen at the peak, emerging from 
cracks in the granite rocks, on 6 November. It was a warm 
sunny day and they allowed a close approach (JN,RLw). 


Blotched Blue-tongued Lizard: one observed at 
Portreath Road, Bellbrae on 13 November (AW). 


Eastern Blue-tongued Lizard: one observed in long grass 
beside Mill Road and the railway line north of Mclntyres 
Road, Lara on 30 October (JN). 


Stumpy-tailed Lizard: on / November one was found 
road-killed on Sandy Creek Road at the You Yangs (GA). 


Lowland Copperhead: a small specimen was found dead 
at Portreath Road, Bellbrae on 9 November (PWa). 


Eastern Brown Snake: on 30 October one was found 
under a tile at the Little River Ripley Reserve. Although 
well grown it still retained a series of cross-bars on its 
body—it was initially presumed to be a Tiger Snake as it 
was much larger than other Eastern Browns that were 
similarly marked. (TP). At the Bannockburn Reserve, 
north-west corner on 8 November, one was seen briefly 
among fallen logs and sticks (HSc,LBr, TP). 


Tiger Snake: a large individual was noted crossing 
Flaxbournes Road, Anglesea Heath, on 4 November 
(AW ,PWa). 


Observers: AW, Alison Watson; BL, Barry Lingham; BML, 
Bernie Lingham; BSm, Brett Smith; GA, George Appleby; 
HSc, Helen Schofield; JDg, Jeff Dagg; JN, John Newman; 
KCk, Kristen Cook; LBr, Lance Breguet; OC, Owen Cook; 
PWa, Phil Watson; RLw, Rod Lowther: TH, Terri Howe; 
TP, Trevor Pescott; WCo, Wendy Cook. 
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Macquarie River Turtle, Leopold, 18/11/22 


Photo: Terri Howe 
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Great Southern BioBlitz 2022 


his was our third year of involvement in the Great 

oouthern BioBlitz (GSB), and along with the City 
Nature Challenge, the club has now participated in six 
BioBlitzes using the 4-day format. This year's event was 
held between 28 and 31 October, the later date compared 
to previous years designed to give participants the best 
chance of experiencing good spring weather. However, as 
we all know this year has been almost the wettest on 
record and far from perfect for adventuring out into nature 
to find species and recording observations. 


Despite the poor conditions, this BioBlitz was our most 
successful yet. The table below compares our 


Rod Lowther 


performance for the six BioBlitzes, all covering four days 
of observation and the same geographical area, and 
resulting in an amazing total of 29,412 observations. 


iNaturalist has been widely accepted by members and has 
been a bonanza for collecting biodiversity data in our 
region. For the area within iNaturalist known as the 
Geelong BioBlitz Region we have collectively submitted 
approximately 98,000 observations excluding bird records, 
whereas prior to 2020 our web site records totalled only 
around 1,600 observations comprising only butterflies, 
reptiles, frogs and mammals. 


cadi i ansa a i cil 
CNC 2022 2,681 10.6 Vo 285 
GSB 2021 9,199 71.7% 1,380 104 314 
CNC 2021 3,992 73.6 Vo 1,095 T/ 239 
GSB 2020 9,921 10.1 Vo 1,171 88 212 


CNC 2020 5,520 71.0 96 1,286 EE MEM J 


CNC: City Nature Challenge held end April. GSB: Great Southern BioBlitz held in mid spring. 


Best performances are highlighted in red. 


The organisers of the GSB 2022 were pleased with the 
overall contribution from the southern hemisphere with 
just over 211, 000 records uploaded by the cut-off date of 
the 14 November. They stated that the number of 
observation records and species was up again this year, 
while the number of observers and projects was slightly 
down on last year. To view a brief presentation of the 
event result click here. 


This year the GSB was held almost a month later in the 
year than last year. The decision to move the date was 
based on feedback that mid-September was too early in 
spring to observer many of the invertebrates, birds and 
seasonal plants. Unfortunately, the weather was not kind 
to us, and the colder and wetter conditions prevailing 
negated to some extent the later date and desire for better 


BioBlitz 
categor 
Southern 


Hemisphere 


Oceania 


BioBlitz conditions. Hopefully next year's weather will be 
more ‘normal’. 


Despite the poor weather conditions, 21 people 
contributed over 100 observations. The 21 members who 
exceeded 50 species were eligible for the nature book 
prize draw. 


So how did we compare with the other 
participants? 


The table below summarises our efforts in comparison to 
other participating teams. Overall, it was a good 
performance from the wider Geelong region within a 
strong field of contenders. 


Local project region Ranking by total 
projects observations 


Oivo Greater Geelong proe 
[| Suf Const and Olways proje 


Observers 


Thanks to all the observers who were able to contribute on 
at least one day of the GSB. The top six observers by 
number of observations were Rod Lowther, Susan Kruss, 
Lorraine Phelan, Donna Hall, Scott Rolph and Helen 
Schofield. The top six observers by species count were 
Rod Lowther, Susan Kruss, Donna Hall, Helen Schofield, 
Lorraine Phelan and Alison Watson. Congratulations to 
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Chris Walker-Cook who received the most improved 
iNaturalist new user award. 


Identifiers 


For each observation, there are generally two 
identifications, one suggested by the observer and a 
confirmation identification by a second person that 
confirms the original identification or suggests another. 


The person who first identifies the species correctly other 
than the observer is credited with the identification count. 
There were 38/7 identifiers listed in our project, with the top 
identifiers from the club being Helen Schofield, Lorraine 
Phelan, Graham Possingham, Bernie Lingham and Beth 


Ross. 


k 


Plants 3006 
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Birds 


Fung! 


Arachnids 


Reptiles 


Amphibians 


Mammals 


Molluscs 


Chromista 


Other Animals 


1319 


92 
32 
1 
3 
9 
32 
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Taxa Summary 


Below is a table providing a summary of each major taxa 
group recorded in the GSB 2022, listing the most common 
species recorded and acknowledging the best performing 
club member within each group. 


Leading 


Observer 


Lorrain Phelan 


Rod Lowther 


ocott Rolph 
Donna Hall 


Donna Hall 


Graham 
Possingham 


ocott Rolph 


Deborah 
Evans 
Deborah 
Evans 

Alison Watson 


3 most Comment 
reported 
species 


Milkmaid, 52 orchid species 
Eastern found. 

Mantis 

Orchid, Tiger 

Orchid, 

Common John Newman found 8 
Halfband, out of the 14 butterfly 
Harlequin Red | species seen 

Bug, 

Honeybee 

Magpie, ocott achieved a new 
ouperb species record of 133 
Fairywren, for a BioBlitz 

New Holland 

Honeyeater 

Yellow Navel, | Donna highest 

Ruby Bonnet, | species count of 10 
Brittlegills 


White Banded | Donna highest 
House species 

Jumper, count of 14 

Bronze 

Hopper, 

Grey House 

Spider 

Jacky Dragon, | 2 snakes seen, 
Southern Tiger and 

Marbled Red-bellied Black 
Gecko, 

Common Blue 

Tongue 

Common 19 observations have 
Eastern sound media 
Froglet, 

Spotted Grass 

Frog, Eastern 

Banjo Frog 

Rabbit, 4 Brown Seal 
Eastern Grey | observations 
Kangaroo, 

owamp 

Wallaby 

Variegated Deborah highest 
Limpet, species count of 36 
Common 

Warrener, 

Ridged Venus 

Neptune's Potential for 
Necklace, improvement with 80 
Common species listed for our 
Kelp, area 

Crayweed 

Portuguese Great diversity in this 
Millipede, group with 377 
Common Pill possible species to be 
Woodlouse, found. 

Waratah 

Anemone 


Geelong Naturalist December 2022 13 


opecial thanks to all participants and the many people who the upcoming event will be to get as many people as 


freely gave their time and expertise to the identification possible out and about recording nature for at least half a 

process. day and obtaining at least 25 observations. We will be 
running several training sessions on iNaturalist in the lead 

The next BioBlitz is the City Nature Challenge 2023 up months. Hopefully we can reach our target of more than 


planned for the 4 days from 28 April to 1 May. The weather 200 participants. 
has got to be kind to us at some stage. Our local focus for 


Geelong 'Nature Stewards' Program 2022 
Rod Lowther 


ÅN A — 
NATURES | EWARDS 


— LEARN + CONNECT * ACT —— 


he fourth Geelong Nature Steward program concluded ongoing learning. The program directly supports 

in October with 19 people successfully finishing the participants in training and volunteering, thereby 
10 week program. The Nature Stewards program is an generating benefits for the wider community and the 
educational course that promotes environmental literacy environment. 
and stewardship of nature through discovery, action, and 


QJ] 


> 


2023 Course Participants 


The course is run by Outdoors Victoria and financed by Biosphere aspects of water, weather and climatic changes 
the City of Greater Geelong (COGG) with the Geelong ensured the course attendee had a broad understanding 
Field Naturalist Club as both financial supporter and of the influences on nature systems. 


assisting in organising with a few club members as training 


resource! facilitators. A follow up social gathering for Nature stewards including 


previous year programs alumni was held at the new City of 
Each Saturday session of the 10-week course involveda Geelong Offices—Wurriki Nyal. The event hosted by the 


presentation / classroom discussion followed by site CoGG and the GFNC is designed to give the Nature 
excursion to explore the concepts covered earlier in the otewards an opportunity to hear about what activities and 
day. Topics examining Nature Stewards concepts and organisations are in the region they might want to work 


framework including Australian Indigenous Culture looked with to develop their new skills and further their interest in 
at ecosystems generally and then drilling to learn more the nature. The function had representatives of many nature 
geology, soil, flora, fungi and fauna of our region in detail. | volunteering groups including the GFNC outlining their 
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roles and what they do and particularly projects for the 
graduates to join and assist in the managing nature 
activities locally. 


Feedback from the participants was very positive with all 
saying that it deepened their nature knowledge base and 
enthused and motivated them to continue to get involved 
and continue the nature stewardship Journey. 


The City of Greater Geelong will continue its sponsorship 
of the program in 2023 with efforts to increased 


E 
J E AE i = 
4 I 
i " * 
- P — " ‘ 
- — 
= -— " 
= 


Geology Excursion at Portarlington with Deborah Evans, 20/8/22 


pan 


communication and broader drive to reach out to Geelong 
residents for sign up for the program as a key part of 
‘Geelong’s Plan for Nature’ strategy. The GFNC committee 
at its last meeting reviewed the program's outcomes and 
have decided to continue the club's support again in 2023. 


Nature Stewards management and course will transfer 
from Outdoors Victoria and will run and be coordinated 
under the auspices of the Victoria National Parks 
Association in 2023. 


Yellow Admiral butterfly, Highton, 18/11/22 


Photos: Graham Possingham 


Tax-deductible donations can be made to the Geelong Field Naturalists Environment Fund at any time. 
Donations will be used for the environmental purposes of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Donate by electronic funds transfer: 
CBA Account BSB 063 633 Account No. 1028 7433 


Please ensure that the transfer is identified with your name and that it is a donation to the GFN Environment Fund. 
We will issue you with a numbered receipt suitable for taxation purposes. Donations of $2.00 or more are tax-deductible. 
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November butterfly report 


lenty of butterflies with the warmer weather. Common 

Brown males, more single Caper Whites, but more at 
the You Yangs. Macleay's Swallowtail is still at the 
Geelong Botanic Gardens. There have been five different 
blues recorded. 


John Newman gives a good description of the Chequered 
Copper: ‘chequered underwings, black and white edged 
and copper/orange panels in upper wings.’ 


He also was pleased to watch the Rayed Blue on two 
occasions as he walked up to Flinders Peak: ‘Patrolling 
various territories on pathway, using pathway as flying 
route, and feeding on flowers at various points. A lot of 


Valda Dedman 


interaction between pairs. Snowy Mint Bush in profuse 
flower entire length of walk.’ 


David Tytherleigh watched the Macleay’s Swallowtail 
making split second landings on an array of coloured 
flowers. 


Observers: 

AW, Alison Watson; CMo, Craig Morley; DTy, David 
Tytherleigh, GA, George Appleby; JN, John Newman; KBr, 
Karyn Brown; KTr, Kaye Traynor; MMcD, Margie 
MacDonald; PWa, Phil Watson; RLw, Rod Lowther; TFI, 
Tom Fletcher; TP, Trevor Pescott; | Za, Troy Zanker; 
WOCo, Wendy Cook. 


Macleay’s Swallowtail 9/11/22 Geelong Botanic 1 in flight around 
Garden central flower garden area 


2 feeding in white 
flowering plants along the 
northern pathway. 1 In 


prime condition the other 
showing signs of 
‘weathering’ 


23/11/22 Geelong Botanic 
Garden 


Montane Ochre 25/11/22 Shoot Track 
Brisbane Ranges 


White-banded Grass-dart 


Green Grass-dart 13/11/22 


30/10/22 Lara 2 seen in railway 
reserve, very waterlogged 
ground 


Geelong Botanic 
Garden 


1 feeding and sunning 
amongst white flowering 
bush along the northern 


pathway 


13/11/22 Gherang Gherang 1 flying in long roadside 
Bushland Reserve grass 


4 feeding, sunning and in 
Spiral pursuits in white 
flowering plants along the 


northern 
pathway 


23/11/22 Geelong Botanic 
Garden 


26/11/22 Jerringot Belmont 2 separate butterflies seen | JN, RLw 
Common in morning 
Caper White 2110122 Drevvan Park 1 flying around weeds on | JN 
Wandana Heights top of hill 


5/11/22 Geelong Botanic 
Garden 

6/11/22 Flinders Peak Walk 
You Yangs 


1 observed feeding on an 
array of colour flowers 
beside the rainforest area 


DIy, 1Za, 
KBr 


at least 12 on walk up from | JN, RLw 
carpark to top, mostly on 


onowy Mint Bush 


9/11/22 Geelong Botanic 1 in flight around the 
Garden central garden 


2 flying around bushes at 
edge of car park near the 


foreshore 


10/11/22 Golightly Park Point 
Lonsdale 
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Caper White cont. 13/11/22 Bellbrae 1 visiting white flowers AW, PWa 
13/11/22 Geelong Botanic 1 flying, feeding and DTy 
Garden sunning in and around the 
central flower garden 
25/11/22 Heath Rd North 1 WCo 
Brisbane Ranges 
Cabbage White 6/11/22 Flinders Peak Walk | 6 on walk up to summit JN, RLw 
You Yangs and at top, warm humid 
23/11/22 Geelong Botanic 10 in and around the DTy 
Garden central flower bed 
25/11/22 Heath Track North 1 WCo 
Brisbane Ranges 
25/11/22 Shoot Track 3 WCo 
Brisbane Ranges 
Spotted Jezebel 7/11/22 You Yangs Western | 1 on Cherry Ballart ‘leaves’ | GA 
plantation near Wooloomanata 
boundary 


Imperial Jezebel 30/10/22 Flinders Peak Walk | 10. 1 at carpark and J 
You Yangs several on track up to 
Flinders Peak. At least 
seven flying in circles for 
over an hour, hill topping in 
sunny breezy conditions 


N 
31/10/22 O’Donohue Rd/Hurst | 1 flying mainly around MMcD, KTr, 
Dve Cnr. Anglesea outer foliage of trees TFI 
6/11/22 Flinders Peak You At least 15 hill topping at JN, RLw 
Yangs summit, middle of day and 
afternoon 
13/11/22 Gherang Gherang 1 flying ground JN 
Bushland Reserve mistletoe, humid cloudy 
but warm, middle of day 
Australian Painted Lady 30/10/22 Flinders Peak You at least 4 on track up to JN 
Yangs Flinders Peak and at top 
6/11/22 Flinders Peak Walk | 10 on walk up to top and at | JN, RLw 
You Yangs top, many quite worn 
9/11/22 Geelong Botanic 2 sunning and feeding DTy 
Garden along northern border 
17/11/22 Geelong Botanic Flitting about 21st C CMo 
Garden Garden. 
FI 
Ty 


18/11/22 Woodlands Estate 2 flying around T 
Ocean Grove garden. Sunny 
23/11/22 Geelong Botanic 2 feeding and sunning in D 
Garden flowering plants along the 
northern pathway 


Yellow Admiral 30/10/22 Flinders Peak You at least 2 feeding on 
Yangs flowers at top of Finders 
Peak in sun middle of day 


6/11/22 Flinders Peak Walk |2 JN, RLw 
You Yangs 
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9/11/22 


Yellow Admiral cont. 


Geelong Botanic 
Gardens 


14/11/22 Woodlands Estate 


Ocean Grove 


Geelong Botanic 
Garden 


BEEN Kë 


30110122 Flinders Peak VValk 
You Yangs 
pr o 7 
NER v Bn 
25/11/22 ohoot Track 
Brisbane Ranges 


6/11/22 Flinders Peak You 


Yangs 


Chequered Copper 


6/11/22 Flinders Peak You 


Yangs 


Broad-margined Azure 


Varied Dusky-blue 1/11/22 


Rayed Blue 30/10/22 
NENNEN Në 


Flinders Peak VValk 
You Yangs 


Flinders Peak You 
Yangs 


29/11/22 


Common Grass-blue 26/11/22 
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Heath Track 
Brisbane Ranges 


Heath Track north Many males WCo 

Brisbane Ranges 

Waurn Ponds At least 1 male mid JN, RLw 
morning 


weeds 


Waurn Ponds 1 seen in grass mid JN, RLw 
morning 


3 in flight and sunning 
along the central and 
northern side of the 
gardens 


1 flying swiftly around 
garden. Did not settle or 
stay 


2 feeding and sunning in DIy 
flowering plants along the 
northern pathway 


—| 
U 


1, photographed. It is a 
small ‘typical’ brown with 
lovely green body hairs! 


Gherang 1 male on dull JN, DTy 
afternoon 


several seen around car 
park and at least 6 hill 


JN 


topping around midday in 
breeze sunny conditions, 
all males 


Woodlands Estate 3 around garden flowers TFI 
Ocean Grove 


4 males together on 
breezy humid afternoon, 
present all afternoon 


C 
Zz 


m 
< 
O 


6. Low number across 
park and the Geelong 
Botanic Gardens 


C— 


1 seen on summit late N 
afternoon, small, 


investigating grasses, 


2 butterflies regularly | JN, RLw 
nteracting in canopy of 
otringybark eucalypt 
early-mid afternoon 


onwards 


O'Donohue Rd/Hurst | 1 flying just above ground | MMcD, KTr, 
Dve Cnr. Anglesea level 


At least 8 seen on 


= 
Zz 


a 


sunny day on walk up to 
the peak. Patrolling and 
interacting. 


JN, RLw 


10, still showing well on 
track up to top and several 
flying around top 


November invertebrates report 


hat a month! We've had weather like we have not 

had at this time of the year for many years, indeed 
some temperature and rain level records may have been 
beaten. During this reporting period from 15 October ‘till 
23 November, many GFNC members participated in the 
Great Southern Bioblitz, resulting in a significant increase 
in the number of observations being noted in the GFNC 
Invertebrates Collection. With approximately 1300 
observations, it becomes a challenge to select the 
highlights. The collection now holds over 21,000 records 
and has documented over 2000 species. From next year it 
is proposed that each month, the report will cover specific 


Common Name 


Varied 
Dusky-Blue 


Date 
Observed 


Scientific Name 


Erina hyacinthina | 16/10/22 


17/10/22 


Cyril's Brown Argynnina cyrila 


Metallic Flea 


22/10/22 
Beetles 


signal Fly 


otriped-winged 
Meadow 
Grasshopper 


Altica sp 


Lenophila 
achilles 


29/10/22 


Brachyexarna 26/10/22 


lobipennis 


26/10/22 


Huntsman calligaster 
Spider peregrinus 
tasmaniensis 


28/10/22 


29/10/22 


uu 
Wensleydale 


Morrisons 
Anglesea 


oteiglitz 


Rod Lowther 


taxonomy groups or invertebrate subsets that share a 
common feature, rather than selecting those observations 
deemed to be highlights for the reporting period. 


The full complement of observations for the reporting 
period can be viewed by clicking on the following link: 


November Observations. You can then view the 


highlighted observations below by clicking on the filter box 
and marking the ‘Popular’ box in the Show' categories. 


Observer 


Generally widespread and uses JN 
Cassytha, a parasitic vine, as host plant. 
Flight season peak Oct to early Jan. 

opring season butterfly found during Oct. | JN 
and Nov. Larvae feed on various Poa 


grasses 
A bright coloured leaf beetle that feeds on 
flowering plants. The adults lay their eggs 
on the leaf holes it creates. Have a large 

hind leg consistent with being a good flyer 


WCC 


to find suitable plants 

An attractive fly that is found on tree 
trunks and foliage. Larvae have 
preference for decaying vegetation and 
fruit. Can be a pest in some areas 
Nymph of the species. Not many records 
in iNaturalist despite guide stating that it 


Q 


can be common in grassland and road- 
sides. Range along coast from Sydney to 
Adelaide 


> 
but still widespread across Victoria 
i 
amongst bark and stones. 
First observation for this species in RLw 
Geelong. Large bee-looking wasp. 


B 
K 


owordgrass Tisphone abeona | 29/10/22 Anglesea Can be seen from Oct to March in oKr 
Brown suitable habitat where Gahnia (Saw- 
sedge) plants are located. 
Acalyptrate Fly Carnoidea 30/10/22 Drysdale Can be associated with honeybees with KCI 
larvae developing in bees wax. It is 
thought that adults feed on algae and 
other plant matter around coastal areas. 
Orbweaver Salsa sp. 30/10/22 You Yangs Interesting that, while the right pattern on BML 
ew IPS us kèn the abdomen for this genus, the individual 
is unusually red. 
Tasmanian Maratus 30/10/22 The most attractive spider and will always | DH 
Peacock Spider tasmanicus be a highlight finding one! 


Common Garden | Caedicia simplex | 31/10/22 


Katydid 


ot Leonards 


Katydids are about to emerge in numbers. 
Here is a nymph before it develops. Its 
characteristic green colour makes it 
difficult to find. Generally only active at 
night 


(T 
L 


Short-winged Rhitizala 2/11/22 Winchelsea This heathland species confused with a LBr 
Heath modesta Gumleaf Grasshopper, however, it differs 
Grasshopper from this species with its vertically- 
oriented short wings. Early season 
grasshoppers are common around 
Anglesea and nearby heathland 
Heights this time of the year. 


Ant, Bee, Wasp Hymenoptera 7/11/22 


Undetermined identification. Ant or ant 
mimic. Distinctive abdomen, keenly 


awaiting expert review as this will 
undoubtedly be a first record for this 
species in our regi 
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noted in the guide and is the most 
easterly record in iNaturalist. 


Window-winged Aglaopus 7/11/22 Anglesea Very attractive moth with a wingspan of PCr 
Moth pyrrhata 30 mm. Warrants inclusion in the 
highlights list. 


Rice Grasshopper | Praxibulus 7/11/22 Teesdale A water-loving grasshopper— RLw 
duplex known to occur in savannah woodlands 
and native grasslands. However, the 
observed location is beyond its range 


Tau Emerald Hemicordulia tau | 12/11/22 Bannockburn | This dragonfly is very difficult to HSc 
photograph as it patrols its territory. In 
this case the creature was retrieved from 
being submerged in a pond and could be 
handled for a short while before flying off 
after recovering and drying out! 

Cuckoo Wasp Primeuchroeus 17/11/22 Ocean Grove | This is an attractive wasp and is generally 

Sp. active seeking its prey or bee/wasp host 
for raising its eggs. This observation is a 
good photo of the sideview of the 
creature. 


! 


EU 


i 
= " 


i — 


Beautiful Badge Hunts... 


- ag 


Radumeris tasmaniensis 


Stripe-winged Meadow ... 


Genus Salsa Tasmanian Peacock Spi... 


l 
D' 
Short-vvinged Heath Gr... 


Common Garden Katydid Cryphaea xylina Ants, Bees, VVasps, and ... 
. esearch Grade QË TETË 


20 Geelong Naturalist December 2022 


m 
Në. 
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Praxibulus duplex Aglaopus pyrrhata 


` TA si 


Thanks to the following members who submitted 
observations during this reporting period: 


AW, Alison Watson; BL, Barry Lingham; BML, Bernie 
Lingham; CWC, Chris Walker-Cook; DF, David Flanagan; 
DTy, David Tytherleigh; DE, Deborah Evans; DH, Donna 
Hall; GGa, Geoff Gates; GP, Graham Possingham; HSc, 
Helen Schofield; KCI, Kelly Clitheroe; JP, Jenny 
Possingham; LBr, Lance Breguet; LB, Lindy Buckley; LPh, 
Lorrain Phelan; JN, John Newman; MAI, Margaret Alcorn; 
MMcD, Margie McDonald; MHe, Marilyn Hewish; NW, 
Naomi Wells; PCr, Pete Crowcroft; RLw, Rod Lowther; 
oKr, Susan Kruss; TP, Trevor Pescott; WCC, Wendy and 
Colin Cook. 


Note: the GFNC Invertebrates Project is a member-only 
project. For your observations to be included, you must join 
the Project. This can be done via your iNaturalist account. 
You need only register once. Currently there are 50 GFNC 
club members registered with the Invertebrates Collection. 


Genus Primeuchroeus 


J? + , Ui + 


Here is the link to the project GFNC Invertebrates 
Collection : iNaturalist Australia (ala.org.au). Click on the 
Join button (note: ensure you are signed into iNaturalist 
first). 
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A Square-tailed Kite and Australian Magpie in action, You Yangs, 7/11/22 


Photos: George Appleby 
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GFNC Excursion 
sunday 15 January 2023 
Balyang Sanctuary Newtown 


Leaders: Jenny and Graham Possingham 


Balyang Sanctuary is a popular picnic venue and haven for water birds. 

Located at the river end of Shannon Avenue in Newtown, beside Princes Bridge, the sanctuary covers nine hectares of 
lake and native bushland. 

The sanctuary is located on the site of what was once a swamp. As part of a rejuvenation project in the 1970s, the 
swamp was drained and deepened to create a lake. 


Further works in the mid-2000s changed to flow of storm water through the lake system to partially filter run-off water 
before it enters the Barwon River system. 

The lakes provide a permanent water source which attracts a wide range of birds throughout the year. 

This season's wet conditions should also support and range of aquatic animals such as dragonfly larvae, aquatic snails, 
and frogs. 


This is an ideal opportunity for beginners and families to join an excursion within easy reach of Geelong suburbs and 
with great accessibility. 


Meet: 9.30 a.m. at the carpark in Marnock Road (an extension of Shannon Avenue) opposite the toilet block. 


We will spend the first hour or so investigating the pond life in the lake system and getting good views of a 
range of water birds. No walking required. 
Children may get wet. 


During the later part of the morning, we will explore a little further. The area has been extensively revegetated, 
but also includes good riparian vegetation which has largely regenerated since the floods of the 1980s. 
After this year's recent flooding, we will play this by ear. Walking will largely be on paved paths. 


We expect to finish by midday. 


Bring: Come dressed for whatever the weather might hold for us. 
Bring drinks, snacks, hat, binoculars, sunscreen, and insect repellent. 
Camera, field guides (birds, bugs and plants) and a towel are all useful additions. 


Contact: Jenny Possingham 0423 385 782 


Note: GFNC excursions are cancelled on days that a Total Fire Ban is declared 
As this area has been flooded twice recently, we will also cancel if the river is in flood. 


Next fauna survey—Yaugher 8-11 December 


Wet and windy weather over the last few months has made mammal trapping impossible so I’m hoping for a fine 
weekend for the last of our weekend fauna surveys for 2022. The proposed site this month is Yaugher where last 
summer we carried out surveys in areas due to be ‘planned’ burnt. 

This happened with the resultant regeneration of the grasstrees in particular putting on a spectacular flowering display. 


Thursday 8 December 1.00 p.m.—meet at the Yaugher cemetery, Cemetery Road which runs north off Boundary 
Road. From there we can disperse to the sites where the traps are to be set. 


Friday 9 to Sunday 11 December 9.00 a.m.—meet at our house 2210 Forrest-Barwon Downs Road to check and 
clear the traps. | hope we will be able to do some spotlight walking so bring a spotlight or strong torch. 


There is limited ‘camping’ available at the house and ample space for tents/campervans at the house. 


Important—please advise me by email if you are likely to attend so | can keep in touch for 
any last-minute changes. My email address is ppescott@gmail.com 
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Coming events 


DECEMBER 2022 

4 Challenge Bird Count: Brisbane Ranges/You Yangs 

6 General Meeting: Members Night and Christmas 
supper 

8—11 Fauna survey: Yaugher 

JANUARY 2023 

15 Family Excursion: Balyang 

19 Bird Group: Meeting—Members' favourite birds and 
birding places 

21-22 Summer wader count: John Newman 

26 


Bird Group Excursion: Queens Park/ Fyansford River 


Walk/ Balyang Sanctuary 


President 

Vice-President 
Immediate past President 
oecretary 

Treasurer 

Minutes Secretary 
Committee Members 


Graham Possingham 
Bernie Lingham 

Rod Lowther 
Graham Possingham 
Chris White 

Naomi Wells 

Trevor Hodson 

Craig Morley 

Tracey Hinton 


FEBRUARY 2023 

1(Z) General Meeting: Tim Ziegler—Late Pleistocene 
mammals 

9-12 Fauna survey 

16 Bird Group: TBC 

19 Excursion: Afternoon/evening at Lake Lorne or 
Limeburners Lagoon 

20 Meeting: Committee 

23 Bird Group Excursion: Edwards Point 

21 Meeting: Publication Subcommittee 
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craigmorleyS@bigpond.com 
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SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 


Membership Officer 


Conservation Subcommittee Chair 


Publications and Communication 


Subcommittee Chair 
Geelong Naturalist Editors 


Librarian 
Web-master 
Geelong Bird Report Editor 


General Meeting Minutes 
Program Coordinator 
Bird Group 

Fauna Group 

Plant Group 

Club Convenors: 
General Meetings 
General excursions 

Bird Group excursions 
Child Safety Officer 


Deborah Evans 
Chris White 


Bernie Lingham 


Bernie Lingham 
Jane Morrow 
Alison Watson 
Lorraine Phelan 


Graham Possingham 
Craig Morley 


Barry Lingham 
Craig Morley 

Trevor Pescott 
Barry Lingham 


Chrissy Freestone 
Vacant 

Lynne Clarke 
Naomi Wells 
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